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PEOPLE called METHODIS TS. 


If may be needful to ſpecify whom I mean by 
1 this ambiguous term; ſince it would be loſt 
labour to ſpeak to Methodiſts, ſo called, without 
firſt deſcribing thoſe to wehom-l ſpeak. 
By Methodiſts I mean, a people who profeſs to 
urſue (in whatſoever meaſure they have attained) 
bolinels of heart and life, inward and outward 


conformity in all things to the revealed will of 


God: who place religion in an uniform reſem- 


blance of the great * of it; A Read iwie < 21-þ 
p, 1n-afl e-pere.”” 3 


fectious; more particularly, in juſtice, mercy, and 


truth, or univerſal love filling the heart, and 


governing the life, - | 
\ You, to whom I now ſpeak, believe this love 
of humankind cannot ſpring but from the love of 


God, You think there can be no inſtance of one, 


whoſe tender affection embraces every. child of 
man, (though not endeared to him either by ties 
of blood, or by any natural or civil relation) 
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unleſs that affection flow. from a' grateful, filial 
love, to the common Father of all: to God, con- 
ſidered not only as his Father, but as the Father 


of the ſpirits of all fleſh; yea, as the general 
Parent and Friend of all the families, both of 


heaven and earth, 


This filial love you ſuppoſe to flow only from 


faith, which you deſcribe as a ſupernatural evi- 

dence (or conviction) of things not ſeen; ſo that 

to him who has this principle, | 
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The things unknown to feeble ſenſe, 
Unſeen by Reaſon's glimmering ray, 
With ſtrong commanding evidence 
Their heavenly origin diſplay, 
Faith lends its realizing light, 
The clouds diſperſe, the ſhadows fly: 
The Inviſible appears in fight, 
And God is {een by mortal eye, 


You ſuppoſe this faith to imply an evidence that 
God is-merciful to me a ſinner; that he is recon- 
ciled to me by the death of his Son, and now 
accepts me, for his ſake, You accordingly 
deſcribe the faith of a real Chriſtian, as, „A ſure 
truſt and confidence (over and above his aſſent to 
the ſacred writings) which he hath in God, that 
his fins are forgiven ; and that he is, through the 
merits of Chriſt, reconciled to the favour of 
God,” 

You believe farther, that both this faith and 
love are wrought in us by the Spirit of God; 
nay, that there cannot be in any man, one good 
temper or deſire, or ſo much as one good thought, 
unleſs it be produced by the almighty power of 
God, by the inſpiration or influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt, | © 0 

If you walk by this rule, continually endeavour- 


ing to know, and love, and reſemble, and obey the 


great God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 


the God of love, of pardoning mercy: if from 


this principle of loving, obedient faith, you care- 
fully abſtain from all evil and labour, as you have 


opportunity, to do good to all men, friends, or 


enemies: if, laſtly, you unite together, to en- 
courage and help each other, in thus working out. 
your ſalvation, and for that end watch over one; 
another in love, you are they whom I mean by 


U Met nodi ſts. 


The firſt general advice which one who loves 
your ſouls, would earneſtly recommend to every 
one of you, is, Conſider with deep and frequent 


attention, 


6 

attention, the peculiar circumſtances wherein you 
ſtand, | 

One of theſe is, That you are a new people, 
Your name is new, (at leaſt, as uſed in a religious 
ſenſe) not heard of, till a few years ago, either in 
our own, or any other nation, Your principles are 
new, in this reſpe&, That there is no other ſet of 
people among us (and, poſlibly not in the Chriſ- 
tian world) who hold them all, in the ſame degree 
and connection; who ſo ſtrenuouſly and con- 
tinually inſiſt on the abſolute neceſſity of univerſal 
holineſs both in heart and life; of a peaceful, 
Joyous love of God; of a ſupernatural evidence of 
things not ſeen; of an inward witneſs that we are 
the children of God, and of the inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in order to any good thought, or 
word, or work, And perhaps there is no other 
ſet of people, (at leaſt not viſibly united together) 
who lay 5 much; and yet no more ſtreſs than you 
do, on rectitude of opinions, on outward modes of 
worſhip, and the uſe of thoſe ordinances which 
you —— to be of God. So much ftrefs 
you lay even on right opinions, as to profefs, that 
you earneſtly defire to have a right judgment in 
all things, and are glad to uſe every means which 
you know or believe may be conducive thereto; 


and yet not ſo much as to condemn any man upon 


earth, merely for thinking otherwife than you do: 
much leſs to imagine, that God condemns him for 


| this, if he be upright and ſincere of heart, On 


thoſe outward modes of worſhip, wherein you 
have been bred up, you lay ſo much ſtreſs, as 
highly to approve them ; but not ſo much as to 
Jeffen your love to thoſe who conſcientiouſly 
difſent from you herein, You likewiſe lay ſo 

much ſtreſs on the uſe of thoſe ordinances, which 
you believe to be of God; as to confeſs, there is 
no ſalvation for you, if you wilfully neglect them. 
And yet you do not judge them that are otherwiſe 
minded ; you determine nothing concerning thoſe, 
who, not believing thoſe ordinances to be of God, 


do, out of principle, abſtain ſrom them. | 
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Vour ſtrictneſs of life, taking the whole of it 
together, may likewiſe be accounted new. I mean, 
vour making it a rule, to abſtain from faſhionable 
diverſions, — reading plays, romances, or books 
of humour, from ſinging innocent ſongs, or talking 
in a merry, gay, diverting manner; your plainnels 
of dreſs; your manner of dealing in trade; your 
exactneſs in obſerving the Lord's-day ; your {cru- 
puloſity as to things that have not paid cuſtom; 
your total abſtinence from N liquors, (unleſs 
in caſes of extreme neceſlity ;) your rule; * not 
to mention the fault of an abſent perſon, in par- 
ticular, of Miniſters, or of thoſe in authority,” 
may juſtly be termed new. Seeing although ſome N 
are ſcrupulous in ſome of theſe things, and others 
are ſtrict with regard to other particulars; yet we 
do not find any body of people, who inſiſt on all 
theſe rules together. With reſpett therefore both 
to your name, principles, and practice, you may be 
conſidered as a new people, 0 
Another peculiar circumſtance of your preſent 
fituation, is, That you are newly united together; 
that you are juſt gathered, or (as it ſeems) gather- 
ing rather out of all other Societies or Congre- 
gations; nay, and that you have been hitherto, 
and do ſtill ſubſiſt without power (for you are a 
low, infignificant people) without riches (for you 
are poor, almoſt to a man, having no more than 
1 the plain neceſſaries of life) and without any 
| extraordinary gifts of nature, or the advantages of 
education: moſt even of your Teachers being quite 
unlearned, and (in other things) ignorent men, 
There is yet another circumſtance, which is 
| quite peculiar to yourſelves: whereas every other 
|  _ - religious ſet of people, as ſoon as they were joined 


to each other, ſeparated themlelves from their 
former Societies or Congregatiqns : you, on the 
_ contrary, do not; nay, you abſolutely diſayow all 
defire of ſeparating from them, You openly and 
cContinually declare you have not, nor ever had, 
| ſuch a defign, And whereas the congregations 
1 to which thoſe Separatiſts belonged, have generally 
5 5 4 ſpared 
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ſpared no pains to prevent that ſeparation ; thoſe 
to which you belong, ſpare no pains (not to 
prevent, but) to occaſion this ſeparation, to drive 
you from them, to force you on that diviſion, to 
which you declare you have the {trongett averſion, 
, Confider thele peculiar circumſtances wherein 
you ſtand, and you will ſee the propriety of a 
ſecond advice I would recommend to you, Do 
not imagine you can avoid giving offence : your 
very name renders. this impoſſible. Perhaps not 
one in a. hundred of thoſe who ule the term 
Methodiſt, have any idea of what it means, To 
ninety-nine of them it is ſtill heathen Greek, 
Only they think it means ſomething very bad, 
either a Papiſt, an Heretic, an Underminer of the 
Church, or ſome unheard-of monſter; and in alt 
probability, the farther it goes, it muſt gather up 
more and more evil, It is vain therefore for be, 
that is called a Methodiſt, ever to think of not 
giving offence, | | 

And as much offence as you give by your name, 
you will give ſtill more by your principles, "You 
will give offence to the bigots for opinions, modeg 
of worſhip and ordinances, by laying no more 
ſtreſs upon them: to the bigots againſt them, 
laying ſo much: to men of form, by infifting ſo 
frequently and ſtrongly on the inward power of 
religion: to moral men (ſo called) by declaring 
the abſolute neceſſity of faith, in order to accep- 
tance with God: to men of ieaſon you will give 
offence, by talking of inſpiration and receivin 
the Holy Ghoſt: to drunkards, ſabbath-breakers, 
common {wearers, and other open finners, 
re fraining from their company, as well as by that 
dilapprobation of their behaviour, Which you will 
often be obliged to expreſs. And indeed your 
life muſt give them continual - offence; your 
fobriety is grievouſly offenſive to a drunkard; 
your ſerious converlation is equally intolerable 
to a, gay impertinent; and, in general, that “you 
are grown ſo preciſe and ſingular, ſo-monſtrouft 


; RriQ, beyond all ſenſe and reaſon, that you fcruple 
| | | | | | io 
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ſo many harmleſs things, and fancy you are obliged 
to do ſo many others which you need not,“ can- 
not but be an offence to abundance of people, 
your friends and relations in particular. Either 
therefore you muſt conſent to give up your prin- 
ciples, or your fond hope of pleaſing men. 
What makes even your principles more offenſive 
is, this uniting of yourſelves together: becauſe 
this union renders you more conipicuous, placing 

you more in the eye of men; more ſulpicious, 
1 mean, liable to be ſuſpeRed of carrying on 
ſome ſiniſter deſign, (eſpecially by thoſe who do 
not, or will not, know your inviolable attachment 
to his preſent Majeſty King George ;) more dread- 
ful, to thoſe of a fearful temper, who imagine you 
have any ſuch dehgn ; and more odious to men of 
zeal, if their zeal be any other than fervent love to 
God and man, | | | 
The offence will fink the deeper, becauſe you are 
gathered out of ſo many other congregations : for 
the warm men in each will not eaſily be con- 
vinced, that you do not deſpiſe either tkem or 
their Teachers; nay, will probably imagine that 
you utterly condemn them, as though they could not 

N ſaved. And this occaſion of offence is now 
at the height, becauſe you are juſt gathered, or 
gathering rather, ſo that they know not where it 
will end; but the fear of loſing (ſo they account 
it) more of their members, gives an edge to their 
_ zeal, and keeps all their anger and reſentment in 
| its ſtrength. | | 1 

Add to this, that you do not leave them quite, 
you ſtill rank yourſelf among their members, 
Which, to thoſe who know not that you do it for 
conſcience ſake, is alſo a provoking circumſtance, 
If you would but get out of their ſight!” But 
vou are a continual thorn in their ſide, as long as 
you remain with them, 3 

nd (which cannot but anger them the more) 

you have neither power, nor riches, nor learning; 
yet, with all their power, and money, and wiſdom, 
they can gain no ground againſt you. = ” 
8 | ou 
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You cannot but expect, that the offence con- 
tinually ariſing from ſuch a variety of provocations, 
will gradually ripen into hatred, malice, and all 
other unkind tempers. And as they who are thus 
affected will not fail to repreſent you to others in 
the ſame light as you appear to them, ſometimes 
as madmen and fools, ſometimes as wicked men, 
fellows not fit to live upon the earth; the con- 
ſequence humanly ſpeaking, muſt be, that, together 
with your reputation, you will lole, 1. The love 
of your friends, relations and acquaintances, even 


thoſe who once loved you the moſt tenderly : 


then your buſineſs; for many will employ you no 
longer, nor „ buy of ſuch an one as you are 7 
and, in due time (une He who governs the world 
interpoſe) your health, liberty, and life. | 

What further advice can be given to a perſon 
in ſuch a fituation? I cannot but adviſe you, 
thirdly, Conſider, deeply with yourſelf, Is the God 
whom 1 ſerve able to deliver me? I am not able 
to deliver myſelf out of theſe difficulties; much 
leſs am I able to bear them, I know not how to 
give up my reputation, my friends, my ſubſtance, 
my liberty, my life, Can God give me to rejoice 
in doing this? And may I depend upon him, that 
he will ? Are the hairs of my head all numbered ? 
And does he never fail them that truſt in him ? 
Weigh this thoroughly; and if you can truſt God 
with your all, then go on, in the power of his 
might, | ; 


Go on: I wou!ld'earneffly adviſe you, fourthly, 
Keep in the very path wherein you now tread. 
Be true to your principles. Never reft again in 
the dead formality of religion. Purſue with your 


might inward and outward holineſs; a ſteady 


imitation of him you worſhip; a till increaſing 
reſemblance of his imitable perfections, his juſtice, - 
mercy, and truth, | 1 

Let this be your manly, noble, generous religion, 


equally” remote from the meanneſs of ſuperſtition, 


(Which places religion in doing what God hatlr 
MERIT \v not 
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not enjoined, or abſtaining from what he hath not 


forbidden) and from the unkindneſs of bigotry, 
(which confines' our affection to our own party, 
ſect, or opinion.) Above all, ſtand faſt in obedient 
faith, faith in the God of pardoning mercy, in the 
God and Father of 3 eſus Chriſt, who 
hath loved you, and given himſelf for you. 
Aſcribe to him all the good you find in yourſelf; 
all your peace, and joy, and love ; all your power 
to do and ſuffer his will, through the Spirit of the 
living God. Yet in the mean time, carefully 
avoid Enthuſiaſm; impute not the dreams of men 


to the all-wiſe God; and expect neither light nor 
power from him, but in the ſerious uſe of all the 


means he hath ordained. ' | 

Be true alſo to your principles, touching 
opinions, and the externals of religion. Uſe every 
ordinance which you believe is of God; but 
beware of narrowneſs of ſpirit towards thoſe who 
uſe them not, Conform yourſelf to thoſe modes 
of worſhip: which you approve. yet love, as 


| brethren, thoſe who cannot conform, Lay ſo 


much ſtreſs on opinions, that all your own (if it 
be poſlible) may agree with truth and reaſon; 
but have a care of anger, diſlike or contempt 
toward thoſe whoſe opinions differ from yours. 
You are daily accuſed of this: and indeed, what 
is it, whereof you are not accuſed?) But beware 
of giving any ground for fuch an accuſation, 
Condemn no man for not thinking as you think, 


Let every one enjoy the full and free liberty of 


thinking for himſelf, Let every man uſe his own 
Judgment, fince every man muſt give an account 
of himſelf to God, Abhor every approach, in any 
kind or degree, to the ſpirit of perſecution, If 
you cannot reaſon or perſuade a man into the 
truth, never attempt to force him into it. If love 
will-not compel him to come, leave him to God, 
the Judge of all. 


Vet expect not, that others will deal thus with 


you. No: ſome will endeavour to fright you out 


of your principles; ſome to ſhame you into a more 


popular 


- inflame them) it has 
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| popular religion, to laugh and rally you out of 


mw ſingularity: but from none of theſe will you 
in ſo great danger, as from thoſe who aſſault 
you with quite different weapons, with ſoftneſs, 
good nature, and earneſt profeſſions of (perhaps 
real) good-will. Here you are equally concerned, 
to avoid the very appearance of anger, contempt, 


or unkindueſs, and to hold faſt the whole truth of 


God, both in principle and in practice. 

This indeed will be interpreted as unkindneſs, 
Your former acquaintance will look upon this, 
that you will not fin or trifle with them, as a plain 


| 2 of your coldneſs toward them; and this 


burden you muſt be content to hear: but labour 
to avoid all real unkindneſs, all diſobliging words, 
or harſhneſs of ſpeech; all ſhyneſs or ſtrangeneſs 
of behaviour; ſpeak to them with all the tender- 
neſs and love, and behave with all the ſweetneſs 
and courteſy you can; taking care not to give any 
needleſs offence to neighbour or ſtranger, friend or 
enemy. | 
Perhaps on this very account, I might adviſe 


| you, fifthly, Not to talk much of what you ſuffer; 


* of the perſecution you endured at ſuch a time, 
and the wickedneſs of your perſecutors.“ „ 
more tends to exaſperate them than this: an 


therefore, (although there is a time when theſe 


things mutt be mentioned, yet) it might be a 
neral rule, to do it as feldom as you can with a 
afe conſcience, For Horner? its tendency to 
e appearance of evil, of 

oſtentation, of magnifying yourſelves. It alſo. 
tends to puff you up with pride, and to make you 
think yourſelves ſome great ones, as it rover? 


does to excite or increaſe in your heart ill-wi 


and all unkind tempers. It 1s, at beſt, loſs of 
time; for inſtead of the wickedneſs of men, you 
might be talking of the goodneſs of God: nay, 
it is, in truth an open wilful ſin; it is tale-bearing, 
back-biting, evil-ſpeaking, {a fin you can never be 


ſufficiently watchful againſt, ſeeing it Reals upon 
you in a thouſand ſhapes.) . Would it not be far, 


more 


o 


: more profitable for your fouls, inſtead of peaking 


them, to pray for them? To confirm your 
1 2 towards thoſe unhappy men, whom you 


: believe to be lighting againſt God, by crying 
mightily to him in their behalf, that he may open. 
their eyes and change their bearis. 

I have now only to commend you to the care | 


Him Who hath all power in heaven and in earth: 
beſeechin him, that in every circumſtance of life, 
ou may ſtand * firm as the beaten anvil to the 
roke:“ defiring nothing on earth, accounting all 
things but dung and droſs, that you may win 
Chriſt; and always remembering, It is the part 
of à good N to be- ON rates and to | 
ct | 
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